CHAPTER NINE. 


ENGLISH KNIGHTS AND SQUIRES 


Thfi ar-rjjm l <rf -EHrephen FitzHamon at Burs tow masses the beginning 
of what might be termed a new dynasty. Relations both in Normandy end 
England passed on the name of Hamon to later generations but Stephen became _ 
the founder of a family with the surname "de Burstow" which later developed 
into "Bristow" or "Bristowe". Round his seal and that of his son, Roger, 
attached to deeds of gift conveying lands to the Abbey of Robertsbridge in 
Sussex were the following legends: 

SICILLUM STEPHANI FUSE HAMONIS (Seal of Stephen son of Hamon) 

ROGERUS 5TLIUS STEPHANI (Roger son of Stephen). ' 

In the Abbey Rolls, however, Stephen is called "Stephen de Burstow 4 '. 
and his son "Roger de Burstow". Thus, in the custom of those times, the 
individual assumed the name of the manor he occupied. 

Baring the twelfth and thirteenth centuries there was much to 
occupy the time end energy of Norman knights who had settled in the 
shires. At first the manor was the unit of power in the country, with 
military, political and judicial authority vested in its lord. In 
addition to supervision of the farming and deyeloju&en* -of hTs otoV' estates, 
he was concerned with local^adniirri strati on, local justice in his own manor - - 
court, and the collection of taxes. His spare time was occupied in 
hunting and sport, music and the arts. He was liable by virtue of 
his rank to perform military service when summoned to do so by the king. /- 

This is the sort of life we can picture Stephen and his son, 

Roger, leading. Later, during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, 
administration and power passed progressively away from the manor. 

Shire courts took the place of manor courts. Taxation was regulated 

county by county. A central Parliament arose to which two or more 
knights were sent as representatives elected from each shire. In 
place of castles stone moated manor houses were built which could not 
withstand a regular siege although rfchelr owners were capable of. .. ?*• 

defending themselves against a mob or a troop of horse. Payment ta the 
king with which to hire mercenaries in place of personal service by 
kni^its themselves became 9 . common practice as early as the reign of ' 

Henry II. This custom tended to produoe "country gentlemen" and 
"squires "/in place of "knights" with military experience but in spite 
of this the lords of the manors remained', as a warri"- class with chain 
armour and war horses kept in use at tournaments and by jousting practice. 

Under this system the country's wealth accumulated and the c ■ 

population increased from about one and a half million at the time of 
the Domesday Survey in 1086 to nearly four million before the Black Death 
caused a temporary set-back in . 1349 . • . 
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The increase in population made it necessary to bring more 
land into cultivation and this in part led to a multiplication of disputes ’ 
over lend tenure. These disputes provide the genealogist with valuable 
information whilst other consequences of land ownership, such as 
obligations to give knight's service and to pay taxes, yield further facts. 
When all the evidence is collected we find ample grounds for claiming 
that Stephen de Burstow was the ancestor of, for instance, William Bristow(e] 
bom-.vin I6i0/ll who., lu&dat Ifield (a village only a few miles from 
and from whom many Bristow(e)s alive today can prove their descent 
means of wills, church registers and other records. If the discovery of ... 
further' facts expose, errors in the tables we have adopted, confidence can 
be felt that these will be of minor importance. in uncle, perhaps, is 
inserted instead of his brother whom we should have shown as the father of . 
the next generation.. At the worst, I feel we have strayed from the main 
road into bye ways which lead back to it again. A milestone may have been 
missed but we regain the main road leading from Stephen FitzHamon, alias 
Stephen de Burstow, to the present day. 

The choice of one district through so many centuries has of course., 
eased the task of the investigator but, if one stem remained loyal to the ... 
Burstow countryside, other branches pushed outwards until now there is 
hardly a village in Surrey or Sussex whose records contain no reference 
to a Bristow(e) at some date' in its history.' ' Some, chiefly the 
younger sons, roamed the kingdom and sailed to distant lands. Many of 
the latter played their part in empire building and their bones lie buried 
in every continent. Branches are today established in the United States, 
Canada, South Africa and Australia. 

Information provided by mediaeval records gives little more than 
a fleeting glimpse into the mode of life or adventures of early 
ancestors. Many of the recorded facts do little more than prove the 
existence of an individual or point to his relationship but, as wrangling 
over genealogical problems is not my purpose here, I restrict myself 
mainly to the information which throws any light, however scanty it may 
be, on the nature of the men or how they lived. Table . IV will show 
what is known about -the property they^owned and this in itself is signif¬ 
icant in the evidence of relationship'it provides. For purposes of easy 
identification with the individuals in the table those mentioned in the 
text are numbered thus: John (l), John (il), John (ill), etc. Spaces 
in the text separate the different generations and these are. marked in the 
margin with a capital letter, "A", "B", VC", etc.which corresponds 
with similar-letters in Table IV. • ' 


K For 800 years every male ancestor of mine has been born or buried in . 
Surrey or Sussex close to the borders of which .counties Burstow stands. . 


Burstow) 

by 
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C. We now pass to-Sir John do Burstow(e) I, grandson of Stephen . 

do Burstow. Mentioned as early as 1205, he was in occupation of the 
Manor of Burstow by 1220 when he was one of the sworn jury forming a 
forest- inquest. In the same year he waswltness to a document binding 
his younger brother, Randofch, to supply timber for St. Paul's: 

"Bond to Richard de Groneford, Chaplain, to find all the 
timber necessary for the stalls of the choir of St. Paul's, 
and for the belfry of the same which is situated in the 
comer of the greater cemetery towards Cheap, for Ranuf de 
Burstowe who is bound to make it." .’ I - 

We know that the new steeple was finished in 1221 and that 
in 1240 a new choir was dedicated in the presence of King Henry III 
with Otto, "the Pope's legate in attendance. Bishop Roger had been 
the prime mover in the restoration andbe had secured the necessary 
funds by granting indulgences for a period to all who, having penance 
to perform, should assist the new work. 

In January 1229 John I was one of the justices appointed by ^ 
King Henry III to try at Ledrede (Leatherhead) a case of wrongful dis- 
possession concerning certain tenements at Itycheseye (Titsey). 

• ‘Later, in 1247, "John de Burstow and his heirs were -granted . 
by charter the right to hold a weekly market at his manor of Burstow, 
and a fair on the eve, feast and morrow of St. Michael". 

A lengthy dispute with Sir Peter de Sabaudia shows that 
John and his ancestors before him, Roger and Stephen?-, were typical of , ... 

their time in possessing a love of hunting. An inquisition of 1249 
records that "the said John and his ancestors have always enjoyed the ; ... 
chace adjoining the forest of Worth (a mile or'two south of Burstow) 
up to the hedge of the said forest on the north and so on to the east 
up to the said hedge, nor were they ever impeded save by William de 
Wakehurst forester of Sir Peter de Sabaudia in the time of Sir Peter 
-de Sabaudia". 

An enquiry 'hy a jury having no affinity either to Peter de * . 
Sabaudia or to John de Burstow" was ordered by the Sheriff of Surrey 
and Sussex in 1252 and later in the year John's claim was upheld: 

"It is commanded to him Pet»r, thqt he allows John, to 
use the aforesaid chace, as he and his predecessors were' 1 
accustomed, to use it from ancient, times". 

.John was now an old man and, as he died in 1255, he did not live 
much, longer, to. enjoy his. hunting. 
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D. John IX was appointed in 1252 "to the keeping of the towns 

of Winchelse and La/Rye, for two years from Easter in this year, at a 
rent of 130 marks for the farmer and 10 marks for the latter on condition 
that he he diligent in repairing and preserving them gainst the sea, and 
that he show justice to all complainants, and to persons seeking justice 
in these towns". 

The Calendar of Close Rolls oontains the following reference 
to this appointment: 'J-iir-l 

"1253. The King to John de Burstowe his bailiff of Rye • 
greeting. Because we have heard that Faro de Porte, 
whom you placed in the place of the bailiff of Rye, 
carries himself less than well and dishonestly, in his 
> bailliwick, we command you that without delay you remove 

. him and substitute another in his place who may behave 
himself as our barons of La Rye may perceive and wish, , 
according as it is deoreedto conduct themselves in 
honesty". •• 

Again in 1254:' „ 

*. , "Ibr John de Burstowe. ' The King allows otherwise commands 
of- the Queen and Earl of Cornwall that they demise to 
farm to William Beaufitz, the custody of tie towns of 
• Whinchelseye and La Rye, so that the farm of those villa 
accrue each year to 40 shillings, nevertheless because the 
• A King decided that a certain relation, vhich John de Burstow,' 
who hitherto had the custody of those vills at farm, w'll 
' and lawfully had taken charge of the aforesaid vills, and 
desiring to increase lihe farm of those vills by 100 shillings 
yearly, whereas the aforesaid William to increase it by 
.40 shillings. It is commanded them that it be demised to 
the same John, who hitherto had the aforesaid vills according 
to the farm he first gave for them and for 100 shillings a 
year for increment, and so done let it be enrolled in Ihe 
King's rolls." 

On his father's death, John II gained possession of Burstow 
Manor and it may have been he who, as an old man, died in London in 1300 
in the following circumstances: 

; "1300. On Tuesday Nov.11 information given to Coroner • 
and Sheriffs that a certain John de Bristowe lay dead 
; of a death other than a rightful death in the church 
of St. Paul in the Ward of Nicholas de Fardone. There¬ 
upon they proceeded thither having summoned good men of - 
the same Ward and of the nearest Wards Castle Baynard 
y . and Bread St. they diligently enquired how it happened. 

They say on their oath that the said John went on the 
; . preceding Monday at the third hour into the Church to 
- pray, being seized there with the falling sickness 
(morbo caduco) he placed himself near a certain pillar, 
and through weakness and infirmity then and there died 
, at midday. . Being asked who were present, they say that 
there were many passing by and praying, vho.se names they 
; ' ‘ ' knew not. The corpse was viewed on which there appeared 
• ; no hurt, wound or bruise." . • 
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E. On John II's death at an advanced age Roger II, his son, 

inherited the Manor and in the same year, 1300, Roger’s son John III 
conveyed lands in Leigh to John IV (John II* s great grandson) -who had ‘ 
already attained manhood. 

We know little about Roger II. He had figured in a lawsuit 
respecting land at Lewes in 1293 and, when an old man in 1312, "Roger 
de Bristowe" was one of the two wardens appointed and sworn to keep 
the keys of Ludgate during-the disturbances which occurred in King 
Edward,II's reign. r- r •••-- 


JP. John III was described as "Sir John de Burstowe" as early as 

1294 whilst his father and grandfather were s till alive. In that year 
he was appointed Assessor and Collector of Taxes for the County of Surrey. 
Three years later he was summoned for the County of.Sussex to appear with 
horses and aims at a Military Council to be held at Rochester and in 
1298 for the County of Surrey to perform military service in person against 
jthe Scots. Thus it is likely that in 1297 he accompanied the King to 
inlanders and that in the following year he was present when the Scots 
were routed at Falkirk. It was. in this battle that the value of the 
.longbow was so clearly shown. 

In 1300 ho made a report on the perambulation of Windsor Ibrest 
and frmthis year until 1302 and again from 1312 to 1315 "Sir John de 
Bristowe".was returned to Parliament as one of -the Knights of the shire 
of Surrey. At this time elections were annual. An attendance fee 
travelling expenses were paid as the following report shows:. 

*'1315* John de Brystov/e and John de Hamme. Members of 
. Parliament for Surrey at Westminster. Paid for their 
attendance 4s/- per day plus journey charges, etc. In 
! all. £19.4.0,."' . ■ . . . .. 


0. When John III died in 1316, the Manor of Burstow was inherited. ■ 

by his eldest son, John IV. The latter died childless but outlived his 
younger brother William, so the Manor passed in due course to William's 
eldest son, Richard I.. William meanwhile had lived within a mile or two 
at Horley and we learn from the Calendar of Chancery Warrants that he 
accompanied the Surrey Earl of Warenne to the war against Scotland in ■ 
1311.SO he may have, been present at Bannockburn in 1314 . 

Henry, a third son of John III, supported Thomas, Earl of 
Lancaster’s revolt against the King for which he was pardoned in 1319. 
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TABLE IV 


STEPHEN BE BURSTOW 
(alias Stephen FitzHamon) 
b. circa 1130 d. circa 1195 
Manor of Burstow 


■ ' r • V- *:-1 *% r. *• . v*,<-: : ; i ;.U-r:;-:.. \‘ v 

. 1 • - - s v-- x/vl ' ‘ 

• • RCG3R DE BURSTOW (I) / 

• . b. circa 1163 d.circa 1215 . 

. Manor of Burstow ;• • ; 

' i. 

JOHN DE juRSTCW (I), Knight. 

RANDOLPH*DE BURSTOW ,.. , v E' E 

. - PETER DE BURSTOiV 

b. circa 1135. d.circa 1255 
m. sister of William de 
Shovelstrode of ling-field 

.. Manor of Burstow • 

b. circa 1107 ‘ . E; ‘ ; ;J . 

Horley, Horne, Tan<iridge, 

• b. circa 1*190 
:• ; £ -Horne. 

JOHN BE BURSTOW (.11). Knight 
b. circa 1215. d, 1300 
m. Joan, daughter of Robert 
Burneville. - 

Bailiff of Rye and Winchelsea. 

' Manor of Burstow 

" : ■ 1 \ . ; .3 ■ ■ ,• ;* 

d\. ftutil'dv/l. ; ^ E - \ 

*■ S.ONV JoJ)Vv' lJ»‘^KVJ/u( a. / 

fc - Kv. l\ Sq - Ufa CKtvnwTTsnl, 

•'_> 

1 - ■' , v ." 

ROGER DE BURSTOW (II). Knight, 
b. circa 124“. d, circa 1313. 
m. Maud, daughter of Sir Robert 
Chasiilion. 

. Manor of Burstow, V^.. 

V ' V z. • ' - * 
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TABLE IV (contd) 


1 

JOHN DE BURSTOW (III). Knight 
b. circa 1260/5 d. 1316 
m. Alice, daughter of 

William de St. Amond. 

Member of Parliament 

Manor of Burstow - 

. Interests in Leigh, Chelsham, 

Tandridge, Crowhurst, Walkefiste. 

. j 

ROBERT DE BURSTOW (I) 

. b. circa 1265 

Leigh, Plumsted. 

1 

WILLIAM DE BURSTOW (I) 
b. circa 1266 

Clerk in Holy Orders 

Leigh, Plumsted. 

- •- »■-—- ■■■■•■ ——.—-— 

JOHN m BURSTOWE (IV). knight. 

WILLIAM DE EURST07/S (II), Knight 

' HENRY DE BURSTOWE 

,b. circa 1200 d. circa 1354 

Manor of Burstow. . 7 r ’’ 

Rede Hall / Lodge and Woodland in 

Burstow, Interests in Leigh, ‘ 

• Chelsham, Tandridge, Crowhurst, 

Horley, Walkefiste. . ^ 

h. circa 1205. d. 1336. 

' - 'in. Joan Gaynsford of Crowhurst. 
Property in Horley (including 

; ...... Spiresland) 


] --- 

RICHARD DE BURSTOWE (I). Knight 
b. circa 1320. d. circa 1305 

; Member of Parliament . . . ^ 

Manor of Burstow. • ' • 

•Rede Hell and properties in __ ' j 

Horley, Horne, Tandridge and ' ’• , 

Y/ivelsfield. * 

• JOHN DE BURSTOW (V). Knight 
b. circa 1325. d. circa 1375 

• • • mV Margery - ? __. — — 

Manors of'Emallfield and Lodge. 
Other properties included Muthes- 
land, Blaclanores and Joyneres. 

•Interests in Horley, Preston, 
Banstead, Ewell. Two cottages 

.in Calais. 

. .H • 

. ROGER BURSTO-/E (III) 
Lawsuit 1372 respecting 
lands in Crawley, 
m. Felice. 

















f I — 

WALTER DE HJKSTCWE THOMAS BRISTOWE (i) 
b. circa 1350 
d. circa 1410 
m. Alice - ? 

.Manor of Lodge 
"Property in 
Chaxlwood and 
Heathfield 


ROBERT ERI6TCWE , (Ili~). Esquire 
: ;b. ©ire a 1410, d. circa 1475 
\ ■ , Horley f : 

r . Manor of Lodge, MLrthesland, 
uj .. f Blackmorea, Joyneres, Spery Eland.''' 

• * * - An interest in the Manor of 
■ Hadrogham. 


(see Table V) 



b. circa 1345 
' (Fishmonger‘in 
London, 1382) 


TABLE IV (contd) 

V I 

-■ • ■ I- 7 

JOHN ES BRISTOWE (VI), Esquire 
b, circa 1355, d. circa 1430 
Cup-bearer to King Henry IV. 
Manor of Lodge. 

Property in Charlwood and 
. Horley • r- -. r 


ROBERT BRISTOV (II). Esquire 
b. : circa J.385, d. 1420 
Muthesland (and Lodge?) 
Property in London 


WILLIAM BE BURSTOWS (ill) 
b.’-circa 1357 
. Manor of Smallfield 

GEOFFREY - BRI ST0.VE 
b. circa 1360 


• ISABELLA 
n. John de Bysshe 


“Citizen and fuller 
of London" with 
property in Lingfie24 
and Crowhurst 


WILLIAM BRISTOWE (IV) 
m. Joan Idoyn 
Horley, Crawley 
(? Fishmonger, London) 


THOMAS BRISTOWE (II) 

"" b. circa 1415/ 

d, circa 1462 
(? Fishmonger, London) 





















H. • Richard I. became a substantial landowner in the Burstow-Horley 

district through inheriting property both from his father and his uncle. 

His two principal manors were those of Burstow and Rede Hall (a few miles 
away). In 1366 he entered into a deed conveying the Manor of Burstow . 
on his death to Sir Nicholas de Louvaine. 

In the years 1373, 1374 and 1375 he was returned to Parliament 
as Knight of the Shire for Surrey and in 1380 and 1383 he was appointed 
one of the Collectors of Taxes for Surrey. 

His younger brother, John V, who had inherited the lesser 
manor of Lodge, on -the edge of Burstow village, and extensive lands 
in Horley, appears to have had a considerable amount of military service. 

The "grant by theiKing to John do Bristowe of two cottages in Calais" in 
1347 was probably in reward for his services the year before in the battle 
of Crecy. Later, in about the year 1362, he accompanied the Black Prince 
to France and formed part of his suits during the wars. ■ In the course of 
this campaign he saved the lifo of Bartholomew, Lord Burghersh, who was 
thrown fiomhis horse in battle. In acknowledgment Lord Burghersh presented 
John with the Manor of Smallfield, near Burstow, • 


I- The next generation includes a Walter; Thomas, John (VI) and 

perhaps a Geoffrey and a William, but we are in some doubt as to the 
parentage of the last three. Walter and Thomas were definitely the sons of ’) 
John V; "'John VI was another son of John V or else a nephew - the son of 
Richard I; Geoffrey may have been another son but in any c a3e was a close 
relation; William was a brother of .John VI if reliance can be placed on the 

Bysshe pedigree in Philpots' 'Surrey' where it is claimed that his daughter 

Isabella married a Bysshe and thereby brought Smallfield Manor into the 
possession of that, family. 

In 1348 "John . £vi, son of William de Burstowe and Margery his 

'wife" were involved in a lawsuit concerning 55 acres of arable land in 

Preston, Banstead and Ewell which was decided in their favour and that of 
their son Walter. We hear no more of Walter so he probably- died whilst 
still a young man, or else went to London as I shall suggest in Chapter IV, 

When John V went to tho French wars in 1362 we find his son 
"Thomas Burstow" managing ihe manor of Lodge for him and presiding over 
the Manor Court. Later Thomas came into this property and is mentioned in 
the same connection in '1377. He also owned lands in Charlwood and Heathfield 
(where he is called "Thomas Bristowe") and died without heirs perhaps about the 
year 1400. 

Of "Geoffrey Bristowe" wo know little except that presumably as -a 
younger son he went to live in London and practised the trade of . fuller. 

A lawsuit in 1390 tells us that he owned J'a messuage, 40 acres of arable. 


4 of meadow and an acre of wood in Lyngfield and Crowhurste", villages in 
which earlier members of the family had owned lands, and it is of interest 
to note that fuller's earth used in the scouring and cleansing of cloth was 
largely obtained from Nutfield which adjoins the Burstow/Borley district. 


Thus Thomas’ arid ■'William ar6 -believed- to have had no sons and falter and 
Geoffrey to have loft the district. This leaves us with John VI to consider 
and he appears to have been the son (or nephew) of John V from the fact that 
he (and his son Robert after him) came into- possession of properties owned 
by John V. His.property included, for instance, Ihe Manor .of Lodge in 1429 
(after the death of Thomas). 

We hear of this "John de Bursto we" first in 1384 when he was a 
witness at an inquisition at Charlwood. In 1399 "John de Bristowe" was 
Cup-bearer to King Henry IV and in I415 he formed one of ihe retinue of King 
Henry V in his first expedition to France when he may have been present at • 
the Battle of Agincourt* When over. 70 years of age and nearing ihe end of 
his life he was a witness in ihe following record: 


■ "1420-30. ■ In this year a dispute arose concerning the 

banks of a watercourse at Horley from Rowley Mill to 
Horley Mill. Reymond Cobham of Charlwood disclaimed 
his right openely in the parish church of Eorley on a 
Sunday before all the pari shi oners V 

Witnesses: John Burstowe Esq., William Jorden, Henxy Lechford.". 

J. - Robert II, presumed to be John Vi's son, is recorded in 1417 

as holding the property in Horley known.as Muthesiand which came.into 
John V's.possession-irii 1339...-.ii’lfo probably owned the Manor of LodgG as well 
and perhaps;resided there.: • : i :i: "‘ ... •. 

Jn :add&*tfon ’"to... th€«se.:OL-arid« Robert probably owned property in-and 
died^ in London. Thus'a’ "Robert de ;1 BUrs^owpM was left'a tenement in trie 
parish', of..St, \Mifcriael‘under the-.terns o.f . the.Wiil ‘of J, ; Perceval about;' 

;this .timo and tho T -buxi|X [ 'pf. "Raberit Bristowe,.Esquire" ’isi 'VThitofriars Church, 

'"^rapt tL0 '^.. 

loo-i “ , JfS l ” * * . . 

K* 3 ‘ lllt: ‘‘"'Robert III (variously described.ag Robert db Burs tow, Robert ‘ 
^urstowe and Robert Bristowe) l-oasei the Manor of Lodge’ to John Bury in 
1458 whilst, ho. himself - ‘ii,y.ed in: Ho'rlby-^ereihe. ownod- lands as well as ' 

; elsewhere in ; the:.distri'fc ; i:V ; '. 4: Ma‘ .poSs^ssion 'of iSpireslarid i|n 1471 (acquired 
by V7iliiam..de.. / Eurstbw'a iri’ij^^cand-Bi-aqkmbres...and' l Joyri<3res"(acquired-by 
John de Burs^w.in^I339 , )..ViS:;.^. particular ^interest. . 7 ..’ 

•••••- 7.' Qu-r.. only knowledge of?him-is~ derived from leases and suits relating 

to land’ itom'vhichr^e-'may 1 infer that he led the life of a-oountry gentleman 
living" on© of hi a manors and. farming his ^ands. 
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. At this point - T will interrupt these notes to say a.fev/ words about 
the properties owned-by thGifamily and'my’visits to .them in recent years. ' 

Vife hav.e seorrth'at Burstow Manor remained in the family.from 1190 
to about. I39O. ■ To' iny 1 inexpert, and superficial-examination there appeared " 

nothing- jL'eft of:the Original building although & .house still stands on the • 
site surrounded. by^a-moat now drained of-water. 

Other propertips.,0^. special-'significance..in -tracing’ these, early "" 
ancestries because, they’-came-,.into .the'■ family 1 s possession before the Manor 
of Bars tow passed into bth(^ .hands, include the, .following: ' . ’ 

(1) The Manor: of Lodge.: , This was owned by John IV in 1345* 

. Robert IV. died possessed'of it in 1545 end left a share in it to 
his descendants. A lawsuit saw it pass finally into other hands ' 

•in 1618. 

(2) Muthesland (now known as Meath Green). . This came into 
John V's possession in 1339- It was still owned by a Robert 

■ Bristow in 1564, and by a V/alter Bristow in I665 vho inherited, 
it in that year from Willaam of Ifield if "Messiquo land", Horley, 
is identical as seems possible. 

(3) Spiresland (now known as Spear's Farm).. Hold by William II in __ 
1336 and by Robert iV in'/1471 

(4) Blackmores and Joyneres. Acquired by John V in 1339 and held - 
by Robert IV in.’1471. 

(5) . Woodland (there is a Woodlands farm near Burstow) was owned by 

• John IV in 1328 and it was still in the possession of a John 

Bristow three hundred years later. 

In addition to these properties the Manor of Smalilieia, now 
known as Smallfield Place has been mentioned. My first visit to Smallfield, 
accompanied by my younger sister, was made in 1932. Having passed through 
miles of flat uninteresting country by no means beautified by small 
ill-arranged modem houses our breath was taken away at our first sight of 
Smallfield Place. Trees screened the building from our view until we were 
close to it and actually entering the outer gates. I am unqualified to 
speak in detail of its architectural features but the^front of the house 
wa3 of superb ornamented Jacobean craftsmanship. Proportions and condition 
were perfect. The back had the appearance of being older. Over the front 
door were the Bysshe Aims, adapted largely from those “carried by the 
Bristowes in the 14th century fromwhom they acquired them through Marriage 
with Isabella.. .: - A moat,"drained and converted into a rock garden, partly- 
Surrounds, the house. -I’ 
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‘ When we entered the drive -we noticed a number of cars standing' 
in front of the house. After a moment's hesitation I rang-- the front 
x door bell. It was answered by the tenant himself whom I recognised at 
once as a contemporary of mine at Wellington, Dunn by name, who had once 
beaten mo for breaking tho school bounds. Such comradeship survives long 
partings and in an instant my sister snd I found ourselves inside with 
champagne glasses in our hands celebrating the christening of one of his 
children.' • . 

Spacious rooms, magnificent oak beams and secret passages were 
all shown to us and traditional ghosts described - one a negro and the 
other a lady in blue. 

, On leaving this beautiful mansion we directed our course to 
>Lodge, which is about a mile away. Here, by way of contrast, we saw 
elephants! A long drive brought us to a somewhat derelict and com¬ 
paratively modem small house with no interesting features, except the 
moat surrounding it. Extensive outbuildings may he constructed partially 
from the stone of the original manor. These outbuildings then housed tie 
animals belonging to Sanger's Circus hut in 1941 the property of some 260 
acres passed into other hands. 

"Lord” John Sanger's son and grandson lived in a house adjoining' 
the estate" and pemission was sought to drain and dig out the moat in 
search of family relics. This proved to be impracticable because the ..«• 
water was needed for "the elephants hut they showed us'a‘spearhead and a 
round stone missile or cannon, hall which had been found in the garden. 
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TABLE V 

' ROBERT BRISTOWE (III}, Enquire 
(see Table IV) 

I 

. JOHN BURST0.7E (VII), Esquire 
• b. circa 1435 

d. circa.1500 

Horley.* Manor of Lodge. 
Property in E.Grinstead. 


ROBERT BUR STOWE (IV) Esquire JOHN BHYSTOY/S (VIII) RICHARD BUESTOWE (II) NICHOLAS BURST OWE (I) 


b. circa 1463. d.1545 

m. Anno Wheler 
Manor' of. Horley. 
Rectory of Horley. 
Manor of Lodge. 
Mutnesland. 


b,circa 1465. 
d. circa.1520 

m.Tablehurst 

Swaynes ( Leigh) 
Horley, Crawley 
(London Fishmonger) 


JOHN BRIST OW (IX) 
b. circa 1490 
d. circa 1558 
m. Alice Rous 
Svyaynos and 
other lands in 
Leigh 


b. circa 1468 
- d. 1532 
Horley. 

(London Tailor) 

Hence Virginia branch 
in 17th century and 
many eminent Bristows 
in England in 18th 
century. 


b. circa 1470 
d. 1548 

Sheppordes (Kutfield) 
An interest in 
Nutfield Manor 

(Yeoman) 


GEORGE ERYSTCH 
b. circa 1474 
- (London Draper 


WILLI AM BA.YSTCWE (V) 
b. circa 1492 
Reigato. 


NICHOLAS BRIST0WE (II) 
b. 1494. d.1584 

m.Lucy Barley 
Clerk of Jewels and 
othor appointments 
at Court. 

Manor of Ayot St, 
Lawrence (Herts) 
and othor properties 
in Horts and London 


RICHARD BURSTOWE (III) . 
.b. circa 1496 
d, 1550 

m. Elizabeth 
Manor of Barneland 
and other property, 
in Charlwood. 
^Property in Lingfield 


see next shoot 



























TABLE V (contd ) 


r——r 

JOHN (X) 
b. circa 1529 
Manor of 
Barnoland 
(Charlwood) 


RICHARD BURSTOWE (III) 
(see last sheet) 


—i—:—~ 

RICHARD (IV) 
b. circa 1530 
d. circa 1604 
"The Weeko" 
(Charlwood) also 
lands in Croydon, 
Leigh and Ling- 
field. 

Yeoman 


--j-~ r 

WILLIAM BURSTOWE (VI) 
b, circa 1532 
d. 1597 

m, Bridget Gardiner 
Hookwood 

"Barne Cr.pfte" and 
"Barne Hache" 

(Charlwood) 

Millor 


WILLIAM BURSTOWE (VII) 
b. circa 1554. d. 16l7 
Warning-lid, Slaugham 
and Croydon properties 

i -- 


RETER 

b. circa 1533 
d. 1594 
m. Anne 
Newdigate 


HENRY 

’ b. circa 1536 
d. c irca 1602 
"Masters" 


] 

ROBERT (VI) 
b. circa 1537 
d. 1609 
m. Alice Chart' 
' London 
_ Retired to Hori 
Yeoman 



WALTER BRISTCWB > 
b. circa 1582 
d. circa 1632/3 
m. Jean Redford 
Horley, Slaugham, 
Ifield, Crawley, 
Charlwood. 

Yeoman 

see next sheet 


ROBERT (VII) 
b. 1584 at 
Horley 

Left neighbourhood 
or* died early? 


JOAN 
m. Cooke 


----- ANNE 
in. Thomas Comber 


KATHERINE 

m. Bax 
















, TABLE V (contd.J 

W ALTER BRISTOWS ; 

(so© last sheet} 

WILLIAM BRISTOW (VIII) 
b. 1610/Ll. d. 1665 
m. Frances 
Horley. Charlwood, Crawley, 
Ifield, Slaugham. 

Yeoman 


? 


WILLIAM BRISTO.VE (IX) 

,b. 1610/Ll. 

d. betv/een 1665 and 1673. 
m. Katherine Calvert (Covert) 
Ifield, Crawley, Horley 

Waminglid, Slaugham. 

(Attorney) 

(probably either son of Robert (VII) or 
. else great-grandson of William (VI) or 
one of William Vi's brothers.^ 


see Table V] 









